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through letters to family and friends. By 1994, Matthew 25 
had $40,000 in the bank – enough to buy and rehabilitate 
its first abandoned home in Worcester. Since then, Matthew 
25 has restored 10 decrepit houses in Worcester and one in 
Boston, renting them to the poor at affordable prices. The 
work, noted Fr. Enman, has been done mostly by volunteers 
– students from College of the Holy Cross and Boston Col-
lege, Worcester Vocational High School, parish groups and 
youth groups from local Catholic and Protestant churches 
and the Ignatian Volunteer Corps, whose members are 50 
and older. Fr. Enman now divides his time as executive 
director of Matthew 25 and as assistant dean and chaplain 
of Boston College Law School.

A Community of Support

The support that the New England Province has given 
Fr. Enman for his work with Matthew 25 has been crucial. 
“The big thing that the Province has done is to permit me 
to engage in this work,” he said. “The Province doesn’t 
have the resources to support Matthew 25 financially, but 
giving me permission to do the work has been the single 
biggest contribution they could make.”  Fellow Jesuits like 

Fr. Bill Reiser, SJ, have also been helpful, said Fr. Enman. 
Fr. Reiser, a College of the Holy Cross faculty member 
who ran an inner-city outreach program for Hispanics in 
Worcester for many years, gave Matthew 25 its first office 
space and referred families as tenants of Matthew 25’s first 
two rehabbed houses. “Of any single Jesuit, Fr. Bill has been 
the one who has influenced me and inspired me the most,” 
said Fr. Enman.

His work with Matthew 25 has enabled him to see a 
“great connection between a Jesuit vocation and the ethical 
values that are developed in Scripture,” said Fr. Enman. 
Pointing out that justice is a dominant theme throughout 
the Bible, Fr. Enman added: “It’s very practical what we 
are called to in taking care of the basic needs of human 
beings in terms of food, shelter and clothing. Everyone in 
the community has a responsibility.”

Catherine Walsh is a journalist who has written for a number 
of faith-based and religious publications. She is a member of 
St. Ignatius Parish in Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

Before
      The first house that 
Matthew 25 purchased for 
renovation, a four-family 
home, dates back to 1863 
and is on the Massachu-
setts Historic Register.

For more information visit: http://matt25.org

After

More
on the web

Fr. Fred with students who 
helped with the renovations
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support from many individuals helped 
to repair flood-damaged classrooms and 
other facilities. Students and staff from 
the Prep helped out with cleanup and 
repair efforts at the Jersey Shore over 
the Christmas break.

Parishioners and community members 
from Saint Anthony’s Parish in Oceanside, 
Long Island, lost homes and property as 
a result of the storm. Saint Anthony’s 
opened its doors to assist nearly 1,000 
Oceanside residents by collecting and 
distributing emergency resources such 
as clothing and helping families seek 
financial assistance from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
and Catholic Charities. 

Fordham University students and 
staff collected funds and traveled to 
Breezy Point, Queens, to remove debris 
and assist with cleanup efforts. Fordham’s 
Dorothy Day Center for Service and 
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            Helping Hand:
                 Assisting Those Affected by Hurricane Sandy
By Stephen Hudik

The worldwide Jesuit family came 
to the aid of their colleagues impacted 
by Hurricane Sandy in November, 
displaying cura personalis (care for the 
whole person) to friends and strangers 
alike. Prayers, financial support and 
on-the-ground volunteers brought 
comfort, repairs to homes, food and 
supplies to many who saw their lives 
disrupted. A sampling of the numerous 
stories of living out the Jesuit motto 
men and women for others follows. 

In the New York area, more than 80 
students who attend Xavier High School 
were displaced from their homes. Alumni, 
friends and benefactors provided tuition 
assistance and other help to students and 
their families. Less than a week after the 
storm, more than 250 students and staff 
from Xavier helped to repair 75 homes. 

Saint Peter’s Prep suffered significant 
damage to its physical plant. Financial 

Ministriesa
Jack Raslowsky, president 
of Xavier High School, and 

students visited communities 
in Queens to assist those 

affected by Hurricane Sandy.

Timothy Cardinal Dolan visited Mount Manresa in 
November to meet those affected by the storm and to 
thank staff, volunteers and workers for their efforts.
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Justice organized “Sandy Saturdays” 
throughout the winter and spring where 
volunteers visited affected communi-
ties and offered to help residents with 
removal of debris and repairs.

While Mount Manresa Jesuit Retreat 
House in Staten Island, N.Y., did not 
suffer any physical damage, it served 
as a temporary residence for more than 
30 displaced families. FEMA, Catholic 
Charities and various city and state 
offices also used Mount Manresa as a 
base for community outreach and to 
provide information on resources and 
assistance available to residents.

Fairfield, Conn., was another com-
munity hard hit by Sandy. Residents, 
including over 300 students from 
Fairfield University, were displaced 
because of damages and destruction. 
Despite their hardships, students from 
Fairfield University and Fairfield Prep 
helped in their local community and 
traveled to New York to help with relief 
efforts there. 

Students and staff from Jesuit institu-
tions along the East Coast got involved 
to help their colleagues in a variety of 
ways. Volunteers from Cheverus High 
School in Maine worked for two days 
on cleanup efforts in Breezy Point, 
Queens, and held fundraisers on campus.  
Over Christmas break, students from 
Le Moyne College in Syracuse, N.Y., 
participated in service projects in Breezy 
Point, including food distribution and 
mold removal. Student groups donated 
funds to Catholic Charities and Covenant 

House to help residents in Queens who 
needed temporary shelter. Students 
at Loyola University Maryland raised 
funds for those in need at the Christmas 
Basketball Classic. College of the Holy 
Cross students from Worcester, Mass., 
faced off against faculty members 
on the hard court to raise money and 
collect canned goods. Boston College 
students and alumni traveled to the 
Jersey Shore, Queens and Staten Island 
to tear down drywall and hand out 
food, cleaning supplies and clothing. 
In the storm’s aftermath, the New York 
Province received numerous requests 

Boston College students and alumni traveled to the Jersey Shore and the New York City area to assist with 
home repairs and to distribute food and supplies.

Fordham University students and staff helped with cleanup 
efforts in Breezy Point, Queens.

Students and school administrators from Cheverus High School in Portland, Maine, traveled to New York to assist 
with cleanup projects. The group stayed at the Breezy Point Fire Department bunkhouse with other volunteers and 
many displaced residents.

from people and organizations around 
the country seeking to assist local 
school communities most directly 
affected by the storm. The New York 
Province accepted monetary donations 
to assist students and families at Saint 
Peter’s Prep in Jersey City and Xavier 
High School in Manhattan. Individuals, 
schools, Jesuit communities, institutions 
and their alumni from throughout the 
country and as far as away as Micronesia 
contributed more than $64,000. The 
prayers, generosity and concern of 
countless individuals have helped 
many begin the long recovery process.
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Advancing Our Mission

For those entering the Society of Jesus 
in the Maryland, New England and New 
York Provinces, the ordinary course of 
formation will take nine to 12 years 
for most scholastics and seven to eight 
years for most brothers. As the Church 
and the world around us change, the 
focus of Jesuit formation is to prepare 
priests and brothers who are well-educated, 
trained in the Spiritual Exercises and with 
skills to minister in a diverse and ever-
changing environment. Ricardo Avila, SJ, 
Keith Maczkiewicz, SJ, and Stephen 
Surovick, SJ, share their stories.

Prior to beginning the discernment process, I met the 
Society of Jesus through stories my father told of his educa-
tion by Mexican Jesuits in Chihuahua, Mexico. I learned 
some of the Society’s history through my Latin American 
Studies coursework. 

I felt called to the Jesuits because the Society and Ignatian 
spirituality embrace the life-giving and creative tensions Chris-
tians are forced to reconcile. Jesuits are academics known 
for a spirituality of the heart; men of God who are detached 
from but thoroughly engaged in the world. I loved that Jesuit 
spirituality was not only unafraid of the tough questions but 
invited and demanded them, because God was, is, and ever 
shall be the absolute truth. Since I’ve entered the Society, 
God’s capacity for generosity and love in the face of my 
own flaws and inadequacies has become more evident to me. 

In addition to our studies, I’ve been working with Fordham 
Law School’s Feerick Center for Social Justice as a volunteer 
attorney conducting legal research on debt collection and 
other consumer law issues. Providing limited legal advice 
to underrepresented, low-income New Yorkers through the 
Bronx CLARA project, is another part of my work with 
the Center. This unique work helped me put names, faces 
and figures to the poverty that afflicts so many New Yorkers 
and opened my eyes to the pressing need for legal services 
among New York’s immigrant communities and working poor.

Ricardo Avila, SJ, is in the First Studies program at Fordham 
University. He entered the Society of Jesus in 2005.

Reflections...
On ministering in an 
ever-changing environment

R i c a r d o av i l a

Did you know that the average cost for a man in 

formation is nearly $50,000 per year? Your prayerful and 

financial support helps to ensure that Jesuits receive 

ongoing spiritual direction and professional training needed 

for ministry today. Annual gifts and bequests make this 

possible. We could not do it without you. Please contact 

us for more information on ways you can help. 

Sherri Weil
Director of Advancement 
Maryland Province

sweil@mdsj.org
443-921-1331

Gabriele Delmonaco
Vice President for Advancement 
New england and New York Provinces 

delmonaco@nysj.org
212-774-5529

?
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My call to religious life was gradual. The Cenacle 
Sisters, whose ministry is offering the Spiritual 
Exercises of Saint Ignatius, operate a retreat house 
in my hometown, so I’ve always been close to the 
Exercises. I entered the Society because I knew happy 
Jesuits when I was a student at Fairfield University and 
a staff member at the University of Scranton. Looking 
back, I see that God was leading me during those times 
and, amazingly enough, I was following.  

Fr. Terry Devino, SJ, was instrumental in my appli-
cation to the Society. As a campus minister at Fairfield 
University, he invited me in my senior year to a “Come 
and See” event at the Jesuit Community. I did not attend. 
My girlfriend at that time didn’t think it was such a good 
idea!  But I never forgot the original invitation, which 
was accompanied by the simple phrase, “You should 
think about this.” I remember thinking, Wow! Someone 
thinks I can do this with my life! His approach was 
a wonderfully inviting and freeing one that I’ve never 
forgotten.

When I began my studies, I was advised to just get 
through this time; it’s not glamorous. But I’ve tried to 
take a different spin: consider that God has something  
He wants to show or teach me. 

For my apostolic work, I have been serving with 
the Ignatian Spirituality Project, a ministry that provides 
spiritual retreats to men who have experienced homeless-
ness and substance addiction. The men have amazing 
experiences and the retreats provide a vehicle for them 
to share their stories, which I’ve come to see as part of 
God’s story.  

There is a radical sense of openness and vulnerability 
in the Society that is wonderful and so countercultural. 

Keith Maczkiewicz, SJ, is in the First Studies program at Loyola 
University Chicago. He entered the Society of Jesus in 2008.

I was 29 when I realized that I was being called to 
religious life. My cousin, Fr. Scott Pilarz, is a Jesuit. 
He and other Jesuits whom I met helped me see that 
Jesuits were doing good work and were happy. It did not 
register with me then, but looking back, it is clear that 
seeds were planted that developed into my vocation. 
Attending the University of Scranton put me into contact 
with different Jesuits. So as my introduction to the Society 
through my cousin deepened, I knew that once I started 
to consider the priesthood, the Jesuits would be the first 
place I looked. Through more than nine years as a Jesuit, 
my relationship with Christ has deepened and my desire 
to serve the Church as a priest has grown thanks to the 
experiences that the Society has afforded me.

One of the things I’ve learned as a deacon is that it is 
not about me, it is about what God is capable of doing 
through me with and for the people I encounter. I did not 
become a Jesuit or a deacon on my own. Many people 
helped me along the way, and I have great gratitude. This 
reminds me that my ordination is not my own, but that 
I am being ordained for others. 

 I’d suggest to anyone who is thinking about religious 
life to pray as regularly as possible. Go to Mass. Read as 
much as you can about the spirituality and life to which 
you feel you are being invited. Start meeting regularly 
with a spiritual director. How you are moved through all 
of this can be the “stuff ” of a good discernment. 

Stephen Surovick, SJ, entered the Society of Jesus in 2003. 
He was ordained to the diaconate in 2012 and is serving at 
Our Lady Help of Christians Parish in Newton, Mass. He will 
be ordained to the priesthood in June. 

Ke i t h Mac z k i e w i c z

R i c a r d o av i l a

St e p h e n Su rov i c k
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Advancing Our Mission

H
What are some of your initial impressions?

Delmonaco: It’s been a great experience meeting so many 
benefactors. It’s obvious how deep their bonds are to the 
Jesuits. For some, the relationship began at a school or univer-
sity, while others encountered Jesuits in parishes, on retreats 
or in other works. Cura personalis – care for the whole 
person – began then and has been nurtured over the years. 

Weil: I’m struck by our donors’ broad understanding of 
Jesuit tradition. In my first months, I’ve had the privilege 
of meeting individuals – from an 83-year-old gentleman 
in Maryland who has been donating monthly since 1994, 
to relatives of Jesuit scholastics in Philadelphia, to recent 
college graduates in D.C. who follow us on Facebook. 
I’m grateful for what I have learned from them. Their 
enthusiasm is inspiring!

What are some of your initial objectives?

Weil: My goal was to meet as many Jesuits and friends as 
possible to learn about their interests, needs and priorities. 
While I have a long way to go, my goal remains the same: 
to tell these inspiring Jesuit stories. We aim to encourage 
continued support from those who know the Jesuits well 
and to expand our base to include those beginning to grasp 
the enormous impact Jesuits continue to have.

While 2020, when the three Provinces unite, seems a long 
time away, we are engaged in planning now and collabora-
tion is essential. To quote Father General Adolfo Nicolás, SJ, 
“Jesuits and our lay collaborators have today an extraordi-
nary opportunity to have a hand in helping to shape the 
future, not only of our own institutions, but of the world.”

Delmonaco: While education is a significant component 
of the Society’s ministry, there are many other important 
apostolic works. New England and New York Jesuits are on 
the frontiers in Jordan, Jamaica and Micronesia, in addition 
to serving as ministers at retreat houses, parishes, hospitals 
and prisons. 

It is crucial to let our friends and benefactors know that 
the Province is the backbone supporting Jesuits from their 
initial calling, through formation, serving in apostolic 
ministries and in caring for priests and brothers in illness 
and old age. Our benefactors are our companions on this 
journey. Their prayers and generosity ensure that the Jesuits 
will continue to serve the Church and the Society faithfully. 
As the New England and New York Provinces move toward 
unification in 2015, the role of our lay collaborators, friends 
and benefactors will be essential.

What are some thoughts you would like 
to share with friends and benefactors?

Delmonaco: First, we are grateful. You allow the Jesuits 
to make a life-changing difference worldwide. Second, 
the needs are many, and we need your assistance.  In the 
months ahead, we will share more with you about specific 
needs, along with an invitation to join us. We have accom-
plished much already, and your ongoing support will enable 
the Jesuits to meet many challenges.

Weil: I echo Gabe’s sentiments. We welcome your help 
in reaching out to a new generation. Can you imagine a 
world without the continuation of the Jesuit tradition? 
We need your help in expanding our circle of supporters.

rom our Perspective...Fin this interview with Jesuits magazine, Gabriele 
Delmonaco and Sherri Weil share their perspectives 
on the Maryland, New England and New York Provinces. 

Gabriele Delmonaco joined the New England and New York 
Provinces as vice president for advancement in January  
2013. Delmonaco has a proven track record as a fundraiser 
managing multinational teams. He most recently served 
as vice president for development at the Catholic Near 
East Welfare Association. 

Sherri Weil joined the Maryland Province as director of 
advancement in July 2012. She has broad experience in 
education, advancement and strategic planning. She served 
in senior management positions with the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Fund, Georgetown University and as director of 
external affairs at the Smithsonian’s National Portrait Gallery.

Gabriele Delmonaco Sherri Weil
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MARYLAND: www.mdsj.org    |    NEW ENGLAND: www.sjnen.org    |    NEW YORK: www.nysj.org

Maryland Province
Sherri Weil
Director of Advancement

443-921-1331
sweil@mdsj.org

New England Province
Suzanne Heffernan
Director of Leadership Giving 

617-607-2892 
sheffernan@sjnen.org

New York Province
Antoinette McCormick
Assistant for Gift Planning

212-774-5551
mccormick@nysj.org

Create a legacy of giving!

Let us know if you would like to:

•  Discuss ways to plan for your family, your loved ones 
and also the Jesuits with a will or living trust.

• Receive a free copy of our Wills Planning Guide.
•  Receive the Jesuit eNewletter with financial planning news.
•  Perpetuate the Jesuit mission by joining the  

Ignatian Heritage Society (IHS). 

To learn more about fulfilling your financial goals through 
a planned gift, please call or click today!

   ow will you plan your future?H

rom our Perspective...

More
on the web
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Some great Jesuits through the centuries . . .

www.JesuitVocation.org
Director of Vocations
212-774-5500
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Discover how our history can be yours.
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