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Dear Friends,
There are countless faith-based ministries and organizations that provide support for 

a myriad of humanitarian needs. It is good to see so many programs reaching out to 

those longing for physical and spiritual help. But what is it that stands out about Jesuit 

ministries among these many good efforts? What is it that makes our Jesuit schools, 

parishes and ministries so renowned for caring for those living on the margins? The 

answer can be explained in just one word—accompaniment. Jesuits and our lay 

colleagues go far beyond providing educational, pastoral and charitable aid to people 

on the peripheries. We make it our mission to accompany them on their journey, to 

literally meet them where they are, offering compassion, respect and companionship 

that transcend physical or spiritual needs.

In his book entitled The Name of God Is Mercy, Pope Francis writes, “Every time I go 

through the gates into a prison to celebrate Mass or for a visit, I always think: why them 

and not me? I should be here. I deserve to be here. Their fall could have been mine. I do 

not feel superior to the people who stand before me. And so I repeat and pray: why him 

and not me? It might seem shocking, but I derive consolation from Peter: he betrayed 

Jesus, and even so he was chosen.”

This is what accompaniment is all about—meeting our brothers and sisters wherever 

they are in their chaotic lives and giving them the hope and support that Christ calls 

us to share. The poor, the sick, the forgotten, the imprisoned; our spirituality speaks to 

anyone who longs for not only a helping hand but a compassionate shoulder as well.

In this summer issue of JESUITS magazine, we have compiled several stories devoted 

to ways in which the Maryland and USA Northeast Province Jesuits accompany those 

facing difficult struggles within our communities. As our greatest example, Jesus never 

hesitated to stop and spend time with society’s outcasts. He ate with them. He traveled 

with them. He healed them. He entered into the chaos of their lives—and of our lives—

even unto death.

Sincerely in Christ,

 
 

F R O M  O U R  P R O V I N C I A L S

Very Rev. Robert Hussey, SJ
Provincial, Maryland Province

Very Rev. John Cecero, SJ
Provincial, USA Northeast Province

Nowadays, the 

world does 

not need words, 

but lives which 

cannot be 

explained 

except through 

faith and love 

for Christ’s poor.
– �Fr. Pedro Arrupe, SJ
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New Appointments and Leadership...

FR. DENNIS BAKER, SJ, was 
named director of Xavier High 
School in Chuuk, Micronesia. 
A graduate of Canisius High 
School and Fordham University, 
Fr. Baker entered the Jesuits in 
2004 and as a novice spent six 
months in Micronesia teaching 
freshman religion at Xavier. He 
holds a Master of Science degree 
in criminal justice administration 
from Niagara University, and 
received a Master of Arts in Phi-
losophy from Fordham University 
before being missioned to New 
York’s Xavier High School, where 
he taught religion and coached 
basketball. Father Baker also 
received a M.Div. from Boston 
College’s School of Theology and 
Ministry and a master’s degree in 
education from Columbia Univer-
sity. He was ordained in 2015.

 

FR. KEVIN O’BRIEN, SJ, is the new 
dean of the Jesuit School of Theology 
of Santa Clara University, a leading 
institution in Catholic theological 
studies and ministry, providing 
seven graduate-level degrees to over 
170 students, ordained and lay, 
representing more than 40 coun-
tries. In his former role as George-
town University’s Vice President of 

Mission and Ministry, Fr. O’Brien 
was responsible for promoting the 
university’s Catholic and Jesuit 
educational and spiritual tradition 
through seminars, retreats, immer-
sions, and ministerial outreach, as 
well as through his leadership of the 
largest campus ministry program in 
the country. He was ordained in 2006.

Cristo Rey Jesuit High School in 
Baltimore has appointed WALTER 

REAP, SR., as its new principal. An 
award-winning and experienced 
leader, Reap comes to Cristo Rey 
Jesuit from Edward M. Felegy 
Elementary School in Hyattsville, 
Md., where he served as principal. 
He has overseen the construction of 
a multi-million-dollar campus and 
facilitated the implementation of a 

creative and performing arts instruc-
tional program. Mr. Reap also served 
as principal at Germantown Elemen-
tary School in Annapolis, where he 
facilitated the implementation of the 
International Baccalaureate Primary 
Years Program, the Kid’s at Hope 
Training for School Community, 
and construction of a new school 
building. He also established an arts 
integration partnership with Collegio 
San Carlo, a pre-K to 12th grade school 
in Milan, Italy.

FR. ROBERT VEREECKE, SJ, was 
named pastor of St. Francis Xavier 
Parish in New York City. Fr. VerEecke 
attended Regis High School in 
Manhattan, and entered the Society 
after graduation. He began working 
as a campus minister at Boston 
College after his ordination in 1978. 

F R O M  O U R  P R O V I N C E Snews
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In 1989, he was appointed pastor 
of St. Ignatius Church in Chestnut 
Hill, Mass., adjacent to the Boston 
College campus, where he served 
as pastor for 27 years. He has created 
many dance works for stage and 
sanctuary including For the Greater 
Glory of God, a theatrical dance piece 
inspired by the Spiritual Exercises. 

FR. DENNIS YESALONIA, SJ, was 
named pastor of St. Ignatius Loyola 
Parish in New York City. Father 
Yesalonia entered the Society of 
Jesus in Boston, Mass., in 1976 
and was ordained a priest in 1985. 
He is a graduate of Xavier High 
School and holds a bachelor’s 
degree from the College of the 
Holy Cross. After entering the Society 
of Jesus, Father Yesalonia earned a 
master’s degree in philosophy from 
Fordham University, a bachelor of 
sacred theology degree from Regis 
College in Toronto, and a M.Div. 
from the University of Toronto. 
Father Yesalonia received a Juris 
Doctor degree from Notre Dame Law 
School. In 2002, Father Yesalonia 
was named treasurer of the New 
England Province of the Society of 
Jesus. After 11 years, he served as 
chief operating officer of the Health 
Sciences Division of Loyola Univer-
sity Chicago and later served on the 
provincial staff of the New England 
Province until the summer of 2015.

THE FR. DANIEL J. BERRIGAN, SJ, 

Jesuit Peacemaking Fund

On April 30, 2016, Fr. Daniel J. Berrigan, SJ, passed away at Murray- 

Weigel Hall in the Bronx at the age of 94. To honor Fr. Berrigan’s work 

and continue his quest for peace, the Maryland and USA Northeast 

Provinces established the Fr. Daniel J. Berrigan, SJ, Jesuit Peacemaking 

Fund. The Fund supports Jesuits and colleagues in the eastern U.S. working 

to bring peace to their communities, to encourage dialogue on contentious 

social issues and to help with organizing research, training, and in-person 

advocacy for issues related to peace. 

 “As a teacher, poet, spiritual director, mentor and peace activist, 

Fr. Berrigan constantly asked himself and others: ‘What does the Gospel 

demand of us?’” said Fr. James Keenan, SJ, director of donor relations 

for the USA Northeast Province. The Fund has had a number of donors 

contribute gifts ranging from $15 to $1,000 to remember Dan and to help 

our works to promote peace.”

 More than $4,000 has been distributed to the Benincasa Community, 

supporting peace and justice programs, Brooklyn Jesuit Prep (the middle school 

near the site of the former Brooklyn Prep, which is where Dan had taught), the 

Jesuit Volunteer Corps, the Saint Peter’s University Center for Undocumented 

Students, and Fairfield University’s Center for Faith and Public Life.

 Further gifts made at www.JesuitsEast.org/supportus will continue to 

support peacemaking efforts at the above organizations and elsewhere.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Fr. Daniel Berrigan, SJ, 
following an arrest, circa 1968
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In June, the Society of Jesus 
celebrated the ordination of 20 new 
priests in the United States, Canada and 
Haiti, including two Jesuits, Christopher 
Ryan and Kevin Spinale, who are members 
of the USA Northeast Province.

The diverse group of Jesuits hails from 
the U.S., Canada, the Philippines, Puerto 
Rico, Haiti, Colombia and Costa Rica. 
Among them are a doctor, a nurse, a 
Navy serviceman and several teachers. 
The ordination Mass for Frs. Ryan and 
Spinale took place Saturday, June 11, 
at the Fordham University Church and 
was streamed live online. The Mass was 
presided by The Most Rev. Terrence Pren-
dergast, SJ, Archbishop of Ottawa.

“This is a joyful time of year because 
we are celebrating the ordinations of so 
many fine men to Jesuit priesthood,” 
said Fr. Timothy Kesicki, SJ, president 
of the Jesuit Conference of Canada and 
the United States. “During the ordination 
ceremony, the bishop says, ‘May God, who 
has begun the good work in you, bring it 
to completion.’ There’s something special 
about seeing our newly ordained Jesuits 
as they begin their priestly work for the 
people of God.”

Society Welcomes New Jesuit Priests

More than 100 Jesuits processed into the Fordham University 
Church to celebrate the ordination of Fr. Christopher J. Ryan, 
SJ, and Fr. Kevin C. Spinale, SJ, on June 11.

O R D I N A T I O N
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CHRISTOPHER RYAN, SJ, 33, is from Haddon Township, 
N.J. He first met the Jesuits at St. Joseph’s Preparatory 
School in Philadelphia and had a Jesuit spiritual director 
while at Dartmouth College. Ryan began discerning his 
vocation while spending his sophomore spring semester 
studying in Prague; he joined the Jesuits immediately 
after earning his bachelor’s degree in geography in 2004. 

He served in Brazil and also accompanied migrants 
along the Central American migration corridor as part of 
his Jesuit formation. In 2013, he was missioned to studies 
at Boston College School of Theology and Ministry. Over 
the course of earning his Master of Divinity degree and 
finishing his Licentiate in Sacred Theology, he has taken 
on a number of leadership roles, serving Jesuit Connection 
and the Jesuit Volunteer Corps in Boston. After serving 
at St. Raphael the Archangel Catholic Church in Raleigh, 
N.C., this summer, he will complete his S.T.L. degree at 
Boston College School of Theology and Ministry.

KEVIN SPINALE, SJ, 37, is from Arlington, Mass. At the 
College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass., he played 
rugby. While there, he had a class with former Holy Cross 
president Fr. John Brooks, SJ, and Brooks became a major 
influence on Spinale’s decision to join the Society. After 
graduating in 2000 with a bachelor’s degree in classics, he 
joined the Peace Corps and served for two years in Romania. 

After receiving a master’s degree from Teachers College, 
Columbia University, in 2005, he joined the Jesuits. During 
the course of Jesuit studies, he returned to Boston, teaching 
at B.C. High and coaching rugby. After receiving a Master of 
Divinity degree from Boston College School of Theology and 
Ministry, he served parishes in South Boston as a deacon. 
He currently is on the associate trustee board of Nativity 
School of Worcester and serves at America magazine as 
moderator of the Catholic book club and as a writer. Fr. Spinale 
will work at his alma mater, the College of the Holy Cross, while 
completing his master’s degree in English from Boston College.

Chris Ryan, SJ

Kevin Spinale, SJ

View video profiles of Frs. Ryan and Spinale 
and video highlights from this year’s ordination 
at www.JesuitsEast.org/2016ordinands.

More
on the web

May God, who has begun the good work in you, bring it to completion.

Society Welcomes New Jesuit Priests
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Jesuit priests, brothers and scho-
lastics from the Maryland and USA 
Northeast Provinces gathered at 
Fordham Prep in the Bronx on June 
9–10 for formation gatherings and to 
celebrate Province Day. The events 
served as an opportunity for Jesuits to 
reflect on their ministries, gather for 
workshops, celebrate the Eucharist 
and attend presentations. 

This year’s keynote speaker was 
Academy Award-winning director 

Martin Scorsese, who was 
interviewed by Fr. Jim 
Martin, SJ, editor-at-large 
of America magazine. 
Scorsese is nearing comple-
tion of the film adaptation 
of Shusako Endo’s novel 
Silence, which takes place 
in 1640s Japan. The film 
depicts the harrowing jour-
ney of two Jesuits sent to 
investigate reports that an-
other Jesuit had renounced 
the Church amidst the 
persecution of Christians. 

Mr. Scorsese spoke about 
the long process of creating 

the film, his childhood and his religious 
background—growing up in Little Italy 
in the shadows of Old St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral and, at one point, entering 
New York’s Cathedral Seminary. 

During college, Scorsese realized his 
interest in the intersection of film 
and religion.

“I found, for me, that the thing that 
kept driving me was what I experienced 
growing up, which was the balance 
between what people have to do and 
what they should do,” Scorsese said. 
“Good people, sometimes—a lot of 
the time—do bad things. You can’t 
help it.”

 Following Scorsese’s interview, 
Fr. Robert Hussey, SJ, provincial of 
the Maryland Province joined Fr. 
John Cecero, SJ, provincial of the 
USA Northeast Province, in a session 
that discussed this fall’s 36th General 
Congregation in Rome and outlined 
a paradigm of Jesuit communities to 
foster increased integration in 
neighborhoods. The new view of 
Jesuit communities as “apostolic 
centers” will inspire discernment by 
the local community in collaboration 
with the Church, with given works 
in conjunction with lay and religious 
colleagues.

“This paradigm emphasizes Jesuit 
communities not just as convenient 
locales for apostolates but as places 
where we discern how we want to serve 
in a given area, with whom, and for 
whom, as we continue our important 
work throughout our region and 
abroad,” Fr. Cecero said.

Very Rev. Robert M. Hussey, SJ, provincial of the Maryland 
Province, celebrated the Province Day Mass, which was 
held at the Fordham University Church on June 10.

Very Rev. John J. Cecero, SJ, provincial of the USA 
Northeast Province, outlined the collaborative mission of 
the region’s Jesuits at this year’s Province Day gatherings.

Academy Award-winning director Martin 
Scorsese was interviewed by Fr. Jim Martin, 
SJ, during Province Day. Scorsese spoke 
about his upcoming film, Silence, which 
depicts the harrowing story of Jesuits being 
persecuted in 1640s Japan.  

J
esuits 

Gather for 
Province Day 
Celebrations
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Introduction by Fr. James F. Keenan, SJ 
DIRECTOR OF THE JESUIT INSTITUTE AT BOSTON COLLEGE 

Jesuits are missioned throughout the world, including being missioned to 
go to those most in need—to accompany the most vulnerable.

One of the founders of the Society of Jesus, Jerome Nadal, wrote that Jesuit 
ministry does not expand from the Jesuit community; rather, community 
occurs where Jesuit ministry is: “Wherever there is need or greater utility for 
our ministries, there is our house.” Jesuits serve wherever those in need are. 
Nadal continues, “The principal and most characteristic dwelling for Jesuits is 
not in … houses but in journeyings ...” Thus, from formation to active ministry 
and even through the last stages of a Jesuit’s life, accompaniment is a quintes-
sential aspect of our worldview—we form communities and relationships in 
the heart of our mission; we live and walk beside those whom we serve.

Whether walking with middle school students, ministering to the sick and 
dying, counseling those in prison or helping a university community under-
stand the experience of the poor, in as much as we go out to the whole world, 
today’s Jesuits remain called toward those who struggle to find a dwelling 
                                                      place in this world. Our perspective does 
                                                       not look at the world as solely the place
                                                         where we live; rather it calls us to be more
                                                            attentive to where and how others live, as
                                                            we work to bring about God’s Kingdom,
                                                            in the vision of St. Ignatius Loyola.

Accompaniment
A SPIRITUALITY OF 

Fr. Pedro Arrupe, SJ, 
former Superior General 
of the Society of Jesus, who 
founded Jesuit Refugee Service 
(JRS) in reaction to the perilous journeys 
of the Vietnamese boat people in exile. The 
founding of JRS marked a milestone for Ignatian 
accompaniment, in service of those living on the margins.
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In my 10 months as a Jesuit novice, 
I’ve been across the country in settings 
I’d never dreamed of. Last fall, I worked 
as a chaplain intern at Upstate Univer-
sity Hospital in Syracuse. I spent the 
beginning of 2016 making the Spiritual 
Exercises at the retreat house in Guelph, 
Ontario, and then studying Spanish in 
San Antonio, Texas. After a few months 
on the road, I was excited to return to 
New York City, where I had lived for 
eight years, and to a hospital setting, 
an environment where I had found so 
much consolation in the fall. 

I looked forward to working at Calvary 
Hospital in the Bronx, as part of the 
“hospital experiment” portion of my 
Jesuit formation, expecting to draw 
on my rudimentary chaplaincy skills, 
though I knew, from listening to some 
intense stories from older Jesuits, that 
it would be a challenge. Our job would 
be to physically minister to patients, but 
I hoped that I’d also find the time to 
care for them spiritually. The physical 
labor felt somewhat less critical com-
pared to the fruits of wisdom I thought 
we’d discover in conversation. Calvary’s 

hen Words Fail...Grace Abounds 

«W

Jake Braithwaite 

Brendan Coffey, nSJ, (left) and 
Jake Braithwaite, nSJ, (center) with 
members of the nursing staff at 
Calvary Hospital during the “hos-
pital experiment” portion of Coffey 
and Braithwaite’s Jesuit formation.

By Jake Braithwaite, nSJ

I G N A T I A N  A C C O M P A N I M E N T
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self-identification as “the vestibule of 
heaven” heightened this expectation 
even more.

Early on, this presumption proved 
correct. While mornings were filled 
with physical tasks, afternoons tend-
ed to be free enough to visit patients. 
So, I started developing friendships. 
Many patients were lonely; others were 
naturally anxious about being at Calvary, 
knowing that they likely faced the end 
of their life. Some seemed to need con-
stant attention, which manifested itself 
by regular use of the call button. I didn’t 
have very many medical skills, but I had 
lots of energy and a listening ear. For 
the understandably frightened patients, 

I prayed with them.
In my own prayer, I thanked God 

for giving me the opportunity to meet 
the patients’ emotional needs. I felt 
comfortable falling into a role I had 
treasured in Syracuse last fall, but, to 
my great surprise, physical interactions 
with patients (often lacking any conver-
sation at all) also played a rich role in 
my contemplation.

Some patients chose not to talk at all. 
Some slept. Others had lost the ability to 
speak. Though this was a new challenge 
for me, I found myself falling in love 
with them, too. My fellow novice Bren-
dan Coffey and I ran up the stairs from 
breakfast every morning, eager to care 
for them. 

Soon, physical encounters dominated 
my prayer. I held up the most meaningful 

moments: Brendan’s care while washing, 
a gentle smile from a freshly bathed 
patient, the joy of a family member over 
a frustrating problem solved. I asked 
Christ to walk with me as I watched 
some of them grow weaker each day. I 
had expected to mourn for patients I’d 
grown friendly with. But I didn’t predict 
the anguish I felt when patients I had 
simply spoon-fed died, too. I relished 
the opportunity to meet patients where 
they were. Some just appreciated a 
running banter while we cleaned. 
Others wanted photos. No serious 
conversations about the end of life; for 
some, just selfies.

The sacred nature of this contact 
became apparent during 
our third week. It was a 
particularly messy week 
on the floor, and Bren-
dan and I were asked to 
assist with cleaning. In 
general, I wasn’t a huge 
fan of the smells of the 
hospital itself, but it was 
easy to rush in to clean 
up after the patients I 
loved. I took to prayer, 
discussing with God what 
might have given me 
this superhuman ability 
to turn off my olfactory 
glands. Then I remem-
bered that Brendan and 

I had literally washed these people’s 
feet. Christ tells us to do this, I remem-
bered! In prayer, Christ showed me that 
it wasn’t only a metaphor. By washing 
the disciples’ feet, Christ illustrated the 
bond that can be created through physical 
acts of love. Such great love, I saw, could 
mask even dirty diapers.

At the beginning of my time at Calvary, 
I sought tearful conversations with 
patients. By the third week, I knew I 
was most valuable if I brought them ice 
cream. So I brought them ice cream.

As we passed the halfway point, I 
asked Christ to accompany me even 
with patients who had been extremely 
standoffish. Unusual for Calvary, some 
of the patients were discharged back 
home. I took Pope Francis’ example 
to heart and kissed them on the head. 

I blessed their journeys.
 Other patients looked ahead to 

lengthy stays at Calvary. My friend-
ships had formed under unusual 
circumstances, and God was deeply 
present in the bonds. For patients fast 
approaching their final days, my words 
failed, and I knew now that I lacked 
any wisdom to guide them through 
the looming tedium and apathy. But I 
trusted in the power of the hug more.

As our time at Calvary came to a 
close, a new appreciation for Jesus’ 
ministry grew in me. Jesus spent time 
in contemplation, prayed with others, 
and taught them in groups and individ-
ually. But Jesus also had very physical 
encounters with the sick, the lonely, 
and the outcast. God became human 
precisely so that He might live with us, 
be with us, and minister to the physical 
bodies that we are.

After six weeks at Calvary, I know 
just how necessary that touch is.

Christian Verghese, nSJ, (left) and Melvin Rayappa, nSJ, (right) with Sr. Mini 
Varghese, of the Daughters of Mary, who serves on the Calvary Hospital staff.

Jake Braithwaite, nSJ, is a second-year 
Jesuit novice in formation at St. Andrew 
Hall in Syracuse, N.Y.

Christopher Smith, nSJ, writes 
about the bonds he made with a 
Spanish-speaking Calvary resident 
approaching the end of her life. 
www.JesuitsEast.org/Calvary.

E X C L U S I V E
web
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Walking with 
Nativity Students

Washington Jesuit Academy 
teachers and staff looking on 
in admiration during this year’s 
eighth grade graduation.

Photo courtesy of Bridget Nalls Conley
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